
Parochial Premiers on Power Trips 

 

Dear Editor, 

 

It's time to call out self-serving state premiers and chief ministers who seem to 

believe they are petit PMs.   

 

They are jeopardising the lives and livelihoods of all Australians for what often 

appears to be their own short term and short-sighted political gain. 

 

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk recently declared, “In Queensland, we 

have Queensland hospitals for our people".   

 

This is inconceivable. We all pay taxes and subsidise Medicare. How dare she use a 

state border as reason to deny healthcare access to anyone. Meanwhile, she seems 

to have a had a virus outbreak in her own youth detention facility. 

 

Rural communities on borders where cases are minimal or even non-existent don’t 

operate via a line on a map. They live, work and access education and healthcare 

across state lines. 

 

The Western Australian Premier has declared WA could remain closed to business 

to anyone outside his empire until mid-2021. Tasmania, likewise is a closed shop 

until December 1. Even the ACT and NT are in restriction mode. 

 

Premier Dan Andrews has now announced that he will move to make “a minor 

change” to the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 to extend the State of 

Emergency powers until September 2021. This is no ‘minor change’. This is a 



dictator enjoying his daily berating of Victorians as if they were personally 

responsible for the death and destruction that he and his totally incompetent crew 

have caused.  

  

His grab for power must be stopped. 

  

We must have free movement of people across Australia and we must end, not 

extend the lockdown of life and enterprise in Victoria. 

 

What use is the National Cabinet if the state governments don’t cooperate and make 

decisions in the best interests of all Australians? 

 

Australia’s federation is beginning to look more and more like an island of petty 

warlords than anything resembling a unified country, with rogue premiers going off 

the reservation to pump up their own egos or increase poll numbers before pending 

elections. 

 

Premiers should be working in unison with the Federal Government to ensure the 

vulnerable are protected but the virus is managed and life is returned to normal. 

 

Premiers must take the national interest into account. After all, we are first and 

foremost all Australians and ‘we are all in this together’. 

 

Beverley McArthur MP 

Member for Western Victoria 
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