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bob_mann@thecommunityforum.com.au

From: Minister Donnellan (DHHS) <minister.donnellan@dhhs.vic.gov.au>
Sent: Friday, 28 August 2020 10:30 AM
Subject: Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.

Good Morning 
 
Thank you for your email about proposed amendments to the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008. 
 
Legislative changes will be introduced into the Victorian Parliament to ensure the public health directions 
protecting Victorians from coronavirus can continue to be enforced. 
 
Some of the key public health protections required to manage this pandemic are only available when a State 
of Emergency has been declared. 
 
It is necessary to amend the legislation so that a State of Emergency, and powers under it, can continue to be 
used in the event that there are low or no confirmed cases in Victoria. 
 
This is to ensure public health risk powers can be exercised -  for example, we can still have restrictions that 
require a person to self-isolate when they are diagnosed with coronavirus. It also enables restrictions for 
things like requiring face coverings in public or requiring workplaces to have a COVIDSafe Plan in place. 
 
Until we have a vaccine, we need to continue in our fight against coronavirus. 
 
We are also ensuring that the State of Emergency can only run for a maximum period of 18 months – further 
limiting the period of time, noting most other States and Territories have no such limits. 
 
By extending the maximum length of the State of Emergency, the Victorian Government can continue its 
efforts to keep all Victorians safe. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Office of the Hon Luke Donnellan MP 
Minister for Child Protection  
Minister for Disability, Ageing and Carers 
Department of Health and Human Services | 50 Lonsdale Street Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
t. 03 9096 0301 | e. minister.donnellan@dhhs.vic.gov.au 
www.dhhs.vic.gov.au | www.twitter.com/VicGovDHS 
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This email contains confidential information intended only for the person named above and may be subject to 
legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying or use of this information is 
prohibited. The Department provides no guarantee that this communication is free of virus or that it has not 
been intercepted or interfered with. If you have received this email in error or have any other concerns 
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regarding its transmission, please notify Postmaster@dhhs.vic.gov.au 
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