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bob_mann@thecommunityforum.com.au

From: Neil Angus <Neil.Angus@parliament.vic.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 25 August 2020 5:04 PM
To: bob_mann@thecommunityforum.com.au
Subject: RE: Proposal to extend State of Emergency Powers

Dear Mr Mann 
 
Thank you for your email regarding the a possible extension to Victoria's State of Emergency. 
 
Over the past several days, I have noted with grave concern media reports that the Andrews Labor 
Government is consulting with the Solicitor-General to find a way to indefinitely extend State of 
Emergency powers under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008.   
 
These concerns were confirmed yesterday at the Premier’s daily address. 
 
This is absolutely unacceptable to the Victorian Liberal Nationals. 
 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Andrews Labor Government has been extending the State 
of Emergency in four-week blocks. 
 
However, the law states that there is a maximum six-month limit on a declaration of a State of 
Emergency, which is due to expire on 16 September 2020. 
 
The reason why a declaration of a State of Emergency is strictly time limited is clear – because such 
massive government powers over the lives of Victorians must not be open-ended. 
 
The Liberal Nationals’ position is crystal clear: we will vigorously oppose any open-ended 
extension to the State of Emergency powers. 
 
The State of Emergency vests enormous power with the Premier and a small number of unelected 
officials with very little capacity for oversight and accountability, which has been proven this year with 
the effective shutdown of the Legislative Assembly. 
 
The State of Emergency under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 is declared by the Health 
Minister on the advice of the Chief Health Officer.  The State of Emergency is the legal framework 
under which the current wide-ranging restrictions on people’s lives and livelihoods including 
restrictions on leaving your own home, business closures, travel bans, quarantine arrangements and 
curfews are made. 
 
It is clear, therefore, that the State of Emergency powers represent a significant erosion of individual 
freedom and, in light of this, were intended to operate for only a short period. 
 
State of Emergency powers must only operate under appropriate safeguards, scrutiny and checks 
and balances.  Any attempt by the Andrews Labor Government to give itself indefinite powers is 
dangerous to our democracy. 
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No government should write itself a blank cheque for such extraordinary powers over Victorians’ lives 
and livelihoods.  Oversight and accountability are paramount.  
 
The Liberal Nationals will always stand for Victorians’ rights and freedoms in the face of government 
overreach. 
 
I encourage you and your readers to let the Andrews’ Labor Government know that you oppose the 
proposed extension to these powers and provide a link for your attention: 
 
https://www.michaelobrien.com.au/have-your-say-labors-state-of-emergency-extension/ 
 
Thank you once again for providing me with your comments on this very important issue. 
 
Regards 
 
Neil Angus MP 
State Member for Forest Hill 
 

T 03 9955 2501 

2 Brentford Square, FOREST HILL VIC. 3131 
 

 
 
 

From: Bob Mann - The Community Forum Online Newspaper <bob_mann@thecommunityforum.com.au>  
Sent: Monday, 24 August 2020 3:51 PM 
To: Neil Angus <Neil.Angus@parliament.vic.gov.au> 
Subject: Proposal to extend State of Emergency Powers 
 

An important update regarding COVID-19  
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The Honourable 
Mr Angus Neil  
Member of the Legislative Council, 
Victorian Parliament. 
 
Dear Mr 24th of August, 2020. 
 
RE: Proposed extension of State of Emergency Powers announced by Premier  
Daniel Andrews at his Corona Press Conference on  
Monday 24th of August 2020. 
 
I am writing to you as a concerned citizen and struggling business owner in regards to the 
above announcement by the premier today, Monday the 24th of August, 2020. 
 
I am 57 years of age and I have never written to a member of parliament in this manner in 
my lifetime. So concerned am I by this announcement that I am writing to EVERY member 
of Parliament today. From this point onward I will be engaging with you on a consistent 
basis. 
 
This proposal is an unprecedented grab for power that should be opposed by EVERY 
free-thinking person & more importantly EVERY parliamentarian regardless of their 
political persuasion. If successful passed in parliament this extension of powers not only 
would this be a setback for our democracy in this state when passed, but it would set an 
insidious precedent for future governments and politicians to follow. 
 
Of even more concern in today's press conference, the Premier indicated that he would 
continue to seek extensions to these powers until a vaccine for COVID-19 was available. 
This may not be available for years to come if at all. Does this mean the Premier is 
seeking these powers indefinitely? 
 
This issue now is above politics and is all about words and principles that we use too glibly 
throughout our lives. This issue is now about our freedoms, liberties and even our 
patriotism. A six-month restriction to State Emergency Powers was put in place in 
legislation for a reason, it was designed to allow governments to address serious public 
issues, but also to ensure a limited time for governments to govern by decree rather than 
through a vibrant democracy. 
 
I obtained the following from the Parliament of Victoria website in regards to the Health 
Minister being able to declare a State of Emergency 
 
"The Act empowers the Minister for Health, on the advice of the Chief Health Officer, to 
declare a 'state of emergency' to respond to public health crises that pose a 'serious 
risk to public health"  
 
I am no constitutional or health expert, but I cannot see how, by the figures listed in the 
table below (obtained from the federal government's health website), that we meet the 
above criteria for a State of Emergency itself, let alone any further extensions to the one 
now in place. 
 
I have no doubt many of my fellow Victorian would share the same view. 
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I believe we are past the point of needing to open up our society from the damage 
currently being inflicted upon it by you, our political representatives. From small 
businesses going broke, people losing their jobs, children missing their education, sports 
activities and their socialization with their friends, to all of us to being able to enjoy a 
coffee at a cafe, a beer at a pub of a few hours at the footy or the sport of our choices, the 
damage has now become too severe for what you are trying to protect us from. 
 
This says nothing for the ripple health effects from things such as suicide, identification of 
fatal health situations that could be prevented and the inability of individuals to afford 
proper health care. 
 
Our state needs to be set free from these draconian restrictions on September 13th and 
rather than further lock-downs and restrictions on our way of life, your responsibility is to 
discover and implement ways for all of us to live with this virus as opposed to living in fear 
of it. 
 
To extend State of Emergency Powers any longer than currently required would be to 
destroy many businesses our economy, but more importantly the fabric of our society. To 
me this would amount to criminal negligence. 
 
Your most important duty as our political representatives is to protect our freedoms and 
liberties so we all have the ability enjoy a life of our choosing and making. Currently, you 
are trampling all over those freedoms and liberties. 
 
You can change this by not supporting this extension of these State of Emergency powers 
so they come to a natural end on September 13th. 
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The freedoms I have mentioned were passed onto us by our past generations who fought 
and died for them for all of us to enjoy.We are all watching and I for one will look to hold 
accountable all parliamentarians, in whatever manner I can, if they choose to support this 
power grab to further trample our freedoms and liberties. 
 
If you truly want an extension of powers then call a general election and let your employer, 
the Victorian public, have their voice heard to obtain a mandate for such a mandate. If you 
pass these extra powers without such a mandate it will be an act of political cowardice that 
we have not seen before. 
 
I look forward to a response from you to this correspondence before any vote on this 
proposal is put before you in parliament so that I can share that response with my 
readership and followers through my social media platforms. If youn choose not to 
respond then I will share that as well. 
 
I eagerly await that response to this correspondence in the near future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Mann 
The Community Forum Online Newspaper 
Website: www.thecommnityforum.com.au  
Email: bob_mann@thecommunityforum.com.au  
Mobile: 0490 823 400 
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